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ABSTRACT 
 
The Costa Rica Declaration is a Policy Statement of the International Federation of Surveyors 
(FIG) on the role of land professionals in addressing coastal zone management that is 
beneficial to economically poor – in other words addressing pro-poor coastal zone 
management. The Declaration arose out of the efforts of FIG-affiliated land professionals in 
attendance at the 6th FIG Regional Conference held in San José, Costa Rica. 
 
The Declaration recommends development in a number of areas including: 
– Development of coastal zone policies that recognise the right of access for local 

communities to coastal resources. 
– Development of coastal management methodologies that recognise social justice and 

specifically embrace pro-poor policies and environmentally balanced use of the coastal 
areas. 

– Reinforcement of institutional change and reassessment of legal issues based on a pro-
poor approach to tenure security. 

– Adoption of a resilient approach to coastal zone strategies by recognising that long-term 
sustainability will occur only as a result of continuous adaptation (resilience) to changing 
conditions. 

– Provision of increased support for professional institutions, including capacity building 
and the development of best practice solutions. 

[Costa Rica Declaration 2008] 
 
These points will be discussed with regard to FIG’s position on pro-poor coastal zone 
management.  
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