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Commission 4: Still Giving a FIG 16/03/2011

As chair (2011-2014), Commission 4, International Federation of Surveyors (FIG), I greet you
with all best wishes for 2011. The honour of the position from which I now communicate with
you was confirmed in Copenhagen, Denmark on Friday, 26 November 2010 at the FIG's
Handover Ceremony. The Handover Ceremony was the official ‘changing of the guard’ that
affected the presidency of FIG, its Council, and the leadership of its 10 Commissions. New FIG
president, Cheehai Teo from Malaysia, took over from Stig E k whose pr y was
acknowledged as moving the geomatics profession forward, especially with regard to bringing
the organisation and its importance to world issues to the attention of international financial
institutions such as the World Bank and the Food and Agricultural Organization. Apart from
Commission 4, the new Commission chairs for 2011-2014 include Leonie Newnham (Commission
1), Steven Frank (Commission 2), Yerach Doytsher (Commission 3), Mikael Lilje (Commission
5), Gethin W. Roberts (Commission 6), Daniel Roberge (Commission 7), Wafula Nabutola
(Commission 8), Frances Plimmer (Commission 9) and Robert Sinkner (Commission 10). More
details on the ceremony have been posted on the FIG website 1.

Dr. Michael Sutherland, (Canada, and Trinidad and
Tobago) chair (2011-2014), Commission 4,
International Federation of Surveyors (FIG)

The main focus of Commission 4 for the period
2011-2014 is revealed in its work plan, although all
things hydrographic are accommodated and
supported by the Commission. Through the creation
of working groups, the work plan outlines, among
other, specific areas of interest being tackled by the
Commission and its officers. These working groups
are:

* Working Group 4.1 - Ellipsoidally Referenced
Hydrographic Surveys, chaired by Mr. Jerry Mills
(USA);

* Working Group 4.2 - Standards and Guidelines
for Hydrography, chaired by Mr. Andrew Leyzack
(Canada);

* Working Group 4.3 -Multi-Sensor Systems for Hydrographic Applications, chaired by Prof. Dr. Volker
Boder (Germany);

* Working Group 4.4 - Maritime and Marine Spatial Information Management, chaired by me, and

* Working Group 4.5 - Hydrography in Africa, chaired by Ms. Angela Etuonovbe (Nigeria).

Mr. Gordon Johnston (United Kingdom) is the Commission’s vice chair, Administration & Communication.

The work plan also underscores the Commission’s commitment to working with key hydrography
stakeholders such as the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO), the International Federation of
Hydrographic Societies, and the International Board (IB) on Standards of Competence for Hydrographic
Surveyors and Nautical Cartographers that has joint representation from the IHO, FIG Commission 4 (Mr.
Gordon Johnston is chair of the IB) and the International Cartographic Association. Commission 4 will also
participate in co-operation with relevant United Nations agencies on topics that are related to the
Commission’s expertise and interest (e.g. marine cadastre, data framework for e-Navigation etc.).

Marrakech

The Commission’s next meeting will be held on 18 May during the FIG 2011 Working Week ( 2) which is set
for 18 -21 May 2011 in Marrakech, Morocco. The conference is co-hosted by the Ordre National des
Ingénieurs Géometres topographes (ONIGT), the Moroccan order of surveyors.

Four technical sessions with 24 presentations will be hosted by Commission 4: Hydrography- Assisted
Monitoring, Hydrography in Practice. Hydrography and the Environment, and Marine/Coastal Modelling and
Technology.

The theme is ‘Bridging the Gap between Cultures’, rather appropriate for Marrakech, a meeting place for
Arab, African and Western Cultures, strategic to FIG's Africa Task Force and Commission 4’s working group
4.5.

Climate change, an important contemporary international issue, is important to FIG. Geomatics
professionals, including Hydrographers, play important roles in climate change research. As such, FIG has
created a Task Force on Climate Change and Commission 4 is taking steps to participate in this initiative.

Commission 4 has a new publication, namely, Guidelines for Planning, Execution and Management of
Hydrographic Surveys in Ports and Harbours, FIG Publication 56 ( 3).

Commission 4 moves into the future with confidence. With the support of its international delegates and

officers, the Commission expects to make significant contributions to the field of hydrography over the next
four years.
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How to Use QPS' Qimera to Validate Processed Point
Files

QPS Qimera processing software has been released earlier
this year. To demonstrate the capabilities, this video shows
how to load processed point files into a Qimera Project. It
explains what processed point files are; how to specify the
coordinate system of the project and the source files; how
to create a Dynamic Surface from processed point files and
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@ — Dear Sir, the updates
from the international Hydrographic
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Third Fugro Vessel and AUV Joins

Search For Missing MH370
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OK, if you don't want to know, that is your
prerogative. I am not here to tell you what to
think, you have to do your own homework. You
have to think for yourself, if you want to
understand the...

Indian Ocean hides Global Warmin
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You are just being evasive!
Indian Ocean hides Global Warmin
International - eeks ago

International - 2.
- Gallilao

Stop concentrating on the atmosphere and try
looking at the whole picture. There is a thermal
gradient within our planet. How is it affected?
Indian Ocean hides Global Warming - News - Hydro
International - 2 weeks ago

‘ Kevin A

I'm sorry too..I get heated because so many are
deluded...its scary
Indian Ocean hides Global Warmin
International - 2 weeks ago

International - 2
. ‘ Kevin A

the ground air interface is in a constant state of
spiracal movement which resembles that of the
motion of a top wobbling...which defines the
extents of the jetstreams. again this explains how
the...
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