Interview

Founded in 1878 in Paris, the Federation International

des Geometres (FIG) is an international umbrella

organisation for national surveying associations which

covers all disciplines of the surveying profession.

Commission 4 (Hydrography) has been active since

1968 and the new Chairman, Adam Greenland, Deputy

Port Hydrographer at the Port of London Authority

(PLA) agreed to be interviewed to enlighten our readers

on the activities and importance of Commission 4.

FIG and Hydrography

Interview with Adam Greenland, Dep Port Hydrographer, PLA

Can you give our readers a summary
of your hydrographic involvement and
career?

Following a brief sea-going career, |
studied Surveying and Mapping Sci-
ences at the NE London Polytechnic.
After graduating | joined Britsurvey
but soon left for a permanent posi-
tion with the PLA. | have been active
on various RICS Committees and first
became involved in Commission 4
when | attended the FIG Congress in

Adam Greenland, Chair Comraission 4 2002 - 2006

34 - October 2002

Melbourne, Australia. In April this year
| was appointed Chair of Commission
4 at the FIG XXII Congress, in Wash-
ington DC.

Can you explain briefly the work of
FIG in general and Commission 4 in
particular?

FIG is an established, well-recognised
federation of national associations of
surveyors and is the only internation-
al body that represents all surveying
disciplines - about one hundred coun-
tries are represented in FIG. It is a
UN-recognised Non-Government
Organisation (NGO) and co-operates
internationally with UN agencies and
other international professional organ-
isations in surveying disciplines. FIG
technical work is led by ten commis-
sions which prepare and conduct the
programme for international con-
gresses and annual working weeks.The
day-to-day management of FIG is
undertaken by the permanent office,
located in Copenhagen, Denmark,
working with the elected FIG Council.
Commission 4 seeks to represent all
hydrographic surveyors in all disci-
plines throughout the world. It does
this in a variety of ways, including the
organising and co-sponsoring of a
wide range of seminars, workshops
and conferences - most recently
CHC2002 and later this year
Hydro2002.The work of the com-
mission is well documented in a pub-
lished work plan, full details of which
may be found at www.FIG.net.

Does Commission 4 cover the entire
hydrographic spectrum or specific
parts of the science! Are you aiming
at representing the entire hydro-
graphic fleld?

Working with limited resources,
Commission 4 endeavours to cover
all areas and items of interest to the
entire hydrographic community. With
a world-wide network of National
Delegates and another nine FIG tech-
nical commissions, Commission 4 is
well placed to draw upon a large
store of related knowledge, expertise
and practical experience.At any one
time Commission 4 will concentrate
on a limited number of areas which
are of current interest. Ideally, these
will match the aims, objectives and
strategy of FIG as a whole.

Some of our readers are confused by
FIG and IHO Can you explain the
fundamental differences between
these organisations and what is the
relation between their working
groups?

The fundamental difference is that the
IHO is an Inter Governmental Organ-
isation (IGO) comprising of 72 mem-
ber states represented by their
respective national hydrographic
offices. FIG, on the other hand, is an
NGO, a federation of national associ-
ations of surveyors, which is managed
by an elected council and adminis-
tered by a General Assembly. FIG rep-
resents academic, commercial and
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CHC 2002 Toronto, Canada: Commission 4 meeting, 30 May 2002

From left to right: Andrew Leyzack (Secretary Commission 4, Canada), Adam Kerr (Chair
Working Group 4.1, UK), Michael Sutherland (Chair Working Group 4.1, UK), Adam
Creenland (Chair Commission 4), Dr.lAhmed El-Rabbany (Chair Working Group 4.2,

Canada)

private surveyors world-wide. FIG
and IHO co-operate closely in areas
such as education and technical assis-
tance to less well-developed coun-
tries and a new MOU is being pre-
pared that will pave the way to closer
co-operation between the two
organisations.

As you know, there is a world-wide
shortage of competent hydrographic
personnel and the number of appli-
cations by new students to Hydro-
graphic Educational Institutes remains
far below that required. How do you
see the future for hydrographic sur-
veyors! Is Commission 4 active in the
field of training and aducation?

There will always be a need for the
professional hydrographic surveyor
due to the specialist skills and knowl-
edge that are required for survey
work in the marine environment. At
the present time, demand exceeds
supply and we need to recruit more
young people.We should be seeking
to attract potential recruits from a
wider, more diverse background and
from other, non-cognate degree pro-
grammes and be working tagether to
raise the profile of the profession,
marketing it across a broader front.
Cormmission 4 is an equal partner in
the FIG/IHO/ICA lnternational Advi-
sory Board. FIG has its own Survey-
ing Education Database and the FIG
Foundation was established in 1996
for the purpose of raising funds to
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finance surveying education develop-
ment projects and supporting young
surveyors.The Commission 4 work
plan includes a commitment to offer
education and CPD seminars with
other Commissions at FIG Regional
meetings and working weeks.

What makes Commission 4 so spe-
cific? There are many organisations
that represent the interests of hydro-
graphic surveyors.What is the differ-
ence between Commission 4 and The
Hydrographic Society?

Commission 4 seeks to represent
hydrographic surveyors from all dis-
ciplines in all parts of the world and

it is able to achieve this as FIG adopts
a broad definition of a surveyor
whereby membership is open to a
wide variety of national surveying
associations. FIG has a unique rela-
tionship with the UN and Commis-
sion 4 has formal relations with IHO
and, more recently, with the ICA.

FIG has been established as an inter-
national federation for over a hundred
years and Commission 4 has been in
existence since 1968. The Hydro-
graphic Society (THS) is primarily a
learned society formed in 1972, of
which membership is open to all and
does not include any other surveying
disciplines. There are areas where
Commission 4 and THS overlap and
could co-operate more closely togeth-
er, including on such matters as edu-
cation and training, best practice guides
and co-ordination of events, but essen-
tially the two organisations have
evolved separately and each have a
slightly different identity and rationale.

The Hydrographic Society is at present
in a transitional period as it transforms
itself into a federation of national soci-
eties. Couldn’t the national organisa-
tions better be integrated into FIG!

In general, individual hydrographic sur-
veyors are well supported at a nation-
al level with many well-established and
respected national hydrographic asso-
ciations in existence. However, this is
not true at the international level,
where the interests of the IHO are
governed by member states and pri-
marily directed towards issues of nau-
tical charting. THS is indeed in a tran-
sitional period and has responded to
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internal pressure for change.

The national organisations have the
choice of joining FIG Commiission 4,
THS or both. As Commission 4 is
well-established and FIG as a whole
has a large and varied membership, the
annual fees for becoming a national
member of FIG are very modest.

veyors of all disciplines under the title
of Geomatics. This has been done for
a variety of reasons, most notably to
attract younger people into a career
in surveying. | feel that it is vitally
important to ensure a greater aware-
ness of the profession amongst young
people and if we can achieve that

FIG XXI Gongress, Brighton, UK, 1998. 30th anniversary of the formation of Commission

4 in FIG. Adam Greenland and Steve Ritchie on the Commission 4 evening river boat

cruise on river Thames, London

In how far is (or will) Commission 4
be dealing with legal aspects, such as
‘product responsibility’?

At the present time Commission 4
is not involved in any work on legal
aspects associated with the profes-
sion as a whole or with specific
hydrographic products. However, |
am interested in this important area
and given the breadth and depth of
FIG expertise and experience
believe that Commission 4 could
make a valuable contribution to this
debate. National hydrographic soci-
eties can add their voice to these
and other hydrographic issues
through Commission 4 by joining
FIG.

Some years ago the term ‘Geomatics’
was introduced and enthusiastic ‘Geo-
maticians’ tried to incorporate
hydrography. Do you have any com-
ments on this?

There has been a trend over recent
years to reinvent the profession and
part of this has been to group all sur-

through what is essentially a market-
ing exercise then | am generally in
favour of such an initiative.

Do you personally have a specific
item you want to achieve during your
term as Chairman?

FIG Working Week 2001, Seoul, South Korea. Adam Greenland

My major objective is to achieve clos-
er co-operation and increased aware-
ness between national and interna-
tional hydrographic organisations. |
understand this is a long-term strat-
egy and | firmly believe that the future
of the profession lies in working
together. This is a time of significant
change for all hydrographic surveyors,
which provides us with an opportu-
nity to redefine our relationships.

Do you have a special message for
hydrographic surveyors?

I would like to encourage all hydro-
graphic surveyors to take the time to
think carefully about the profession.
We need a strong and vibrant pro-
fession that is well respected and able
to make a valued contribution to the
changing world we live in. In my opin-
ion, we should be thinking in the long-
term, looking specifically at how we
might best collaborate in order to
provide the education, training and
support to achieve these goals.

Biography

Adam Greenland is a former Mer-
chant Marine Deck Officer with a
degree in Surveying and Mapping Sci-
ences and a diploma in Management
Studies. He is a Chartered Hydro-
graphic Surveyor with the RICS.
Other commitments include lectur-
ing on a new MSc programme in
Hydrographic Surveying at Universi-
ty College London. &

E-mail: adam.greenland@pola.co.uk
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